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December
1

- Poinsettia Pre-Orders Begin

1-13 - Scholastic Book Fair

5

- PTO Breakfast with Santa

7
8

Mission Day
- Spirit Night - Moe’s Southwest
Grill Pop-Up Pre-order only!

22

- Early Dismissal
11:30 AM - Preschool
Noon - Elementary School
- Spirit Night at MOD Pizza

23

- No School Dec. 23 - Jan. 1
Christmas Break School Wide
School resumes Jan. 4

St. John’s first principal, Mrs.
Mareck, shared this poem last year,
and I think it is just beautiful. I
hope you have a wonderful
Christmas.
The Night Before Christmas
Sister St. Thomas, B.N.D. de N,
A more spiritual version of the
famous Christmas story.
Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the town,
St. Joseph was searching, walking up roads and down;
Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild,
While Joseph was seeking a place for the Child;
The children were nestled, each snug in their beds,
The grown-ups wouldn’t bother, there’s no room they said;
When even the innkeeper sent them away,
Joseph was wondering, where they would stay;
He thought of the caves in the side of the hills,
Lets go there said Mary, it’s silent and still;
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow,
Made pathways of light for their tired feet to go;
And there in a cave, in a cradle of hay,
Our Savior was born on that first Christmas Day!
The Father was watching in heaven above,
He sent for His angels, His couriers of love;
More rapid than eagles God’s bright angels came;
Rejoicing and eager as each heard his name;
Come Power, Come Cherubs, Come Virtues, Come Raphael,
Come Thrones and Dominions, come Michael and Gabriel;
Now fly to the Earth, where My poor people live,
Announce the glad tiding My Son comes to give;
The Shepherds were watching their flocks on this night,
And saw in the heavens and unearthly light;
The Angels assured them, they’d nothing to fear,
It’s Christmas they said, the Savior is here!
They hastened to find Him, and stood at the door,
Till Mary invited them in to adore;

Poinsettia Sale
Beautiful Christmas poinsettias
are now available to order at:
www.tinyurl.com/SJBpoinsettia20
Please complete the form and then send
payment to the school office within a week to
secure your order.
Order soon, quantities are limited.

He was swaddled in bands from His head to His feet,
Never did the Shepherds see a baby so sweet!
He spoke not a word, but the shepherds all knew,
He was telling them secrets and blessing them too;
Then softly they left Him, The Babe in the hay,
And rejoiced with great joy on that first Christmas Day;
Mary heard them exclaim as they walked up the hill,
Glory to God in the Highest, Peace to men of good will!

Christmas Break
School will dismiss early on
Tuesday, December 22nd;
Preschool will dismiss at
11:30 AM and Elementary
School at Noon. School
will be closed from December 23rd to January
3rd. School resumes on Monday, January 4, 2021.
Best wishes from the St. John’s School Staff for
a Merry Christmas, restful break and a Healthy
New Year!

St. John’s Student Council
will have a Christmas tree set-up for the students to decorate with donations of hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and socks. These items
are then donated to the Southern Community
Services located in Shrewsbury. This organization is a coalition of approximately 30 churches in
our area. Southern Community Services will distribute
Mitten
the donated items to those
in need in our area. This
Tree
drive will run from December 1st to December 18th.
Thank you!

The Scholastic Book
Fair is now under
way and will continue until Dec. 13th.
You may shop in
person on Saturday,
Dec. 5th at school or anytime on-line at
www.scholastic.com/fair
Be sure to locate our school on the website as
your purchase will earn points for us. Flyers
will come home the first week of December.

Wreaths
Across

America
Our school is participating in
Wreaths Across America.
This opportunity
allows us to remember our fallen U.S. Veterans,
honor those who serve and teach the value of
freedom.
The wreaths will be delivered by
Wreaths Across America in the next few weeks.
A wreath will be placed by our 5th and 6th grade
students at the grave of each veteran buried in
the cemetery at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church based on a list provided by the local
VFW.

A Prayer for Christmas Eve
May you be filled with the wonder of
Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the
joy of the angels, the eagerness of
the shepherds, the determination of
the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless
you now and forever.
By Ray Pritchard

Breakfast/Lunch
with Santa

and

can

be

St. John’s PTO is hosting
Breakfast/Lunch with Santa, as
well as Santa’s Secret Shop on
Saturday, December 5th from
8 AM - 2 PM. This event will
feature food trucks and indoor
shopping as well as the Book
Fair. Reservations are required
made using the following link:

https://tinyurl.com/santabreakfast20

Also, a list of PTO events and meetings can be
found at www.sjbnfpto.org Updates can be found
on www.facebook.com/stjnpto

Christmas Masses
Like so many other aspects of our lives today,
planning to attend Christmas Mass at St.
John’s will be a bit different as well. Tickets
are needed to attend the Christmas Masses inperson. You may contact the parish office at
717-235-2156 beginning December 1st to request your tickets.
Schedule of Masses
December 24th - 4 PM, 6 PM, 8 PM & 10 PM
December 25th - 9 AM & 11 AM
The 4 PM & 9 AM Masses will be livestreamed.

Virtue Award Winners
Patience
The following students exemplified to
others the meaning of patience through
their actions, words and behavior.

K – Eric Steidle
1 – Emmett Beard
2nd – Fiona Yingling
3rd – John Boyer
4th – Super Student
5th – Genni McLain
6th – Brad Gray
st

December
Spirit Nights
December 8th, 3:15- 3:45pm
Moe’s Southwest Pop-up. Online
ordering at https://
form.jotform.com/201245544417174
Enjoy Taco Tuesday and support the school at
the same time!

This turkey is feathered in thankfulness.
St. John’s students and teachers wrote the
things for which they are thankful on the
turkey’s feathers. Many are thankful for God,
family, friends, food, school and good health!

December 22nd, 10:30am – 9pm
MOD Pizza on Pauline Drive.
RSVP to this link (even if you are
not able to attend but would like
to): https://www.groupraise.com/
events/159475-st-john-the-baptist-school-atmod-pizza
You can eat in, delivery, or carry-out. Mention St.
John’s Spirit Night when ordering in the restaurant. To place your order online visit: https://
orders.modpizza.com/ and use code GR159475S
and 20% of your meal’s price will be donated back
to St. John’s.

